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OUR MISSION

To provide leadership, information, education, 

and support for planning, financial assistance, 

and outreach for the conservation and 

responsible development of 

water for Texas.
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Published January 2019

Effective flood risk management: 

Mapping, 

Planning, and 

Mitigation

www.TexasFloodAssessment.com

http://www.texasfloodassessment.com/
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WHAT WE KNOW WORKS FROM 
STATE WATER PLANNING…

• Data and science driven

• Bottom up process

• Coordinated regional approach

• Financing linked to planning

NEW TEXAS FLOOD PROGRAMS
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NEW STATE FLOOD PLANNING & FUNDING PROGRAMS

OUTCOME OF 2019 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

PLANNING FUNDING 

State Flood Plan Flood Infrastructure Fund (FIF) Texas Infrastructure Resiliency Fund (TIRF)

Establishes state flood planning 

process 

$793M transfer to TWDB from 

Rainy Day Fund 

Hurricane Harvey Account - $638M

- TWDB will provide $ to Texas       

Division of Emergency Management 

- TWDB & TDEM establish prioritization

- TDEM prioritizes and approves financing 

for projects

Flood planning regions based on 

river basins 

Designed to make the 

implementation of drainage and 

flood projects more affordable & 

meet immediate needs for funding

Floodplain Management Account - $47M

- Development of State Flood Plan 

Decision making based on data and 

science through modeling and 

mapping

Rulemaking process will consider 

types of flood projects eligible for 

funding, structural (levees and 

channels) and non-structural 

(wetlands and elevation) 

Federal Matching Account - $200M to GLO

- Local match for USACE projects funded   

partially by federal $ 
(portion of Coastal Spine)

Initial regional flood planning 

groups formed by mid-2020 

First State Flood Plan due 2024

Funding available in 2020 Flood Plan Implementation Account

- Future funding to implement State Flood 

Plan projects



GET ENGAGED TO EFFECT CHANGE!
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• Flood workshops in August seeking stakeholder input for State 

Flood Plan, Flood Infrastructure Fund & Texas Infrastructure 

Resiliency Fund 

• Formal rulemaking this fall

• Anticipate TWDB adopting rules in early 2020

• Anticipate funding available first quarter of 2020 



FLOOD STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOPS
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• Acquire high-resolution land surface (LiDAR) data to better evaluate 

floodplains and flooding levels; 

• Develop hydraulic river models for priority watersheds; 

• Develop coastal circulation and rainfall-runoff models; 

• Update reservoir flood pool measurements; 

• Expand the TexMesonet earth observation network;

• Create a web-based flood dashboard/water data hub

TWDB ALSO RECEIVED FUNDING TO…
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MAINTAIN & EXPAND WWW.TEXMESONET.ORG

• Expand functionality of the current system, including more 

climate stations, adding soil moisture, and adding map analysis

• This information helps the National Weather Service make flood 

predictions and provides valuable data to first responders and 

citizens
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CREATE AN ONLINE WATER DASHBOARD AND DATA HUB
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WWW.TWDB.TEXAS.GOV

http://www.twdb.texas.gov/


ISSUES TO CONSIDER
FOR STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK
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Comments Due August 30!

FUNDING ISSUES PLANNING ISSUES

Issue 1 Form of Financial Assistance? Planning Group Membership?

Issue 2 Prioritization System? Planning Standards and Parameters?

Issue 3 What Projects get Prioritized? Planning Area Boundaries?

Issue 4 Property Buyouts? Benefit-Cost Analysis?

Issue 5 MOU’s w/ Pol. Subdivisions in Watershed? Neighboring Area Impacts?

Issue 6 Flood Control Planning? Flood Planning Guidance Principles?

Issue 7 What Have We Not Thought About? Preliminary Outline for Flood Planning Rules?
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DOWNLOAD TWDB’S FLOOD IMPLEMENTATION FUND FAQ



14

SIGN UP FOR EMAILS ON TWDB’S NEW FLOOD PROGRAMS!
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TWDB EXCEPTIONAL ITEMS FUNDED 

Groundwater Funding Package ($3,000,000)

• Accelerate mapping and characterization of brackish aquifers

• Update Groundwater Availability Models (GAMs)

Texas has an estimated 2.7 billion acre-feet of brackish groundwater 



BUILDING A STRONGER TEXAS

January 2019



HOW TO CONTACT ME
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Kathleen Jackson, P.E.

@twdb_kathleen

512.463.7847

Kathleen.Jackson@twdb.texas.gov


