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100 Groundwater Conservation Districts 



Source:TWDB 

9 Major Aquifers 



100 Groundwater Conservation Districts 



Trinity Aquifer DFC’s by County—Managed Depletion 



Over 400 Lost Springs  
in Texas 

Source: Texas Landscape Project 



Source: Sharlene Leurig 

Comanche Springs,  
Pecos County 
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Landowners Own  
Groundwater in Place 



Oil and Gas Are Owned In Place 



Oil and Gas Are Commodities 



Groundwater Has Value in Place 



Groundwater Sustains Creeks 



Groundwater Sustains Rivers 



Without Water Land is Worthless 



You Can’t Drink Oil 



Why you should care 



Groundwater 
Development 



Groundwater = Alternative Water Supply 



You Own Your  
Groundwater  

In Place 
 
You Have A RIGHT  
To CONSERVE It 

In Place 



Toben animation 



Toben animation 



Toben animation 



Toben animation 



Toben animation 



What Can You Do? 



Conservation Easement on Land  
Should Protect Groundwater 





Conservation Easement 
on Mineral Estate 



A “Conservation easement” is defined as “a non possessory interest of a 
holder in REAL PROPERTY that imposes limitations or affirmative 
obligations designed to  
  
(A)  retain or protect natural, scenic, or open-space values of real 
property or assure its availability for agricultural, forest, recreational, or 
open-space use; 
(B)  protect natural resources; 
(C)  maintain or enhance air or water quality;  or 
(D)  preserve the historical, architectural, archeological, or cultural 
aspects of real property.” 
 
Texas Natural Resources Code § 183.001 

Conservation Easement on Groundwater Estate 



Title to go here 



Title to go here 



Title to go here 



Title to go here 



Title to go here 



Obstacles 



26 USC § 170 
 
A “qualified conservation contribution” means a contribution— 
(A) of a qualified real property interest, (this is groundwater in Texas) 
(B) to a qualified organization, 
(C) exclusively for conservation purposes. 
 
 “Conservation purpose”  means: 
(i) the preservation of land areas for outdoor recreation by, or the education of, the general 
public, [not going to work for just groundwater] 
(ii) the protection of a relatively natural habitat of fish, wildlife, or plants, or similar ecosystem, 
(iii) the preservation of open space (including farmland and forest land) where such preservation 
is— [wont work for just groundwater] 
(I) for the scenic enjoyment of the general public, or 
(II) pursuant to a clearly delineated Federal, State, or local governmental conservation policy, 
 and will yield a significant public benefit, or 
(iv) the preservation of an historically important land area or a certified historic structure. 
  
 
 

Likely Not Deductible 
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“Water links us to our neighbor 
in a way more profound and 
complex than any other.” 
 
- John Thorson, Federal Water Master, Washington State  
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